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INTERESTING GROUPS SHOWING THE NATIVITY'
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he mu-- l ii tenttug or the
AMO.Vd connected with the

uf the Chritmas
a prominent place mut

be to tin- - exhibition of cribs,
as the groups of figures utiti the
Nativity the adoration of tho infant
Jesu- - In- - th- - Wis,. Men of thy Kut. the
Herodeau in.i,uTi' of the innocent!
and other ,vn- - ami incident connected

(th tlie lurtli of i hri-- t uro popularly
dpiKiiatitl In (.'atholio countries of
f.tirop- - pe.is.im and artisans worked
for moiitlis prior to the Christina seaon
in their p.ire time at the fashioning of
the llnuri-s- . tr ctures and MirroundiiiK
for tlie Christm.t r lips, while famous
rtit.-- ha" not tvnidered it beneath

their dimmy to devote time to tlie
and ovcutioii of these nroups,

which are often of a very pretentious
and artitic character Sp.fimens ef this
work have found a place in many of the
older art collivtioiis

The most familiar form of crib is that
in Inch the infant .lesus is shown

in a manger in a more or less
humble structure, in many instances
attended by angels and adored by the
we men or tlie hepherds of llethlehem.
Such objects as are commonly to be found
about barnyurds and stable cattle,-1-lieo-

poultry, Ac farm Implements,
vehicles and produce are introduced
to lend decree of reality to the scene,
ami in the more artiftio groups theso
atjo fashioned to conform to the period
represented In many instances, hen
the construction of the crib has been the
work of or supervised by an artist of
renowii, the lldelity to iriture and tradi-
tion and beauty of execution of these
things are exceedingly interesting to the
art btudent and connoisseur

For years the crib was neglected or
overlooked by thoe who have iuterestetl
themselves in the dilllcult Ileitis of artistic,
effort, it was regarded as little more than

plaything, something wherewith to
entertain tlie children and at tlie same
tinio convey In kindergarten stylo an
object lesson in tin- - story of i hristlaiilty.
Of late, however, u change in this resxct
in to be noted; the more artistic of theso
pieces have been rescued from oblivion
and accorded the place they deservo
among nrt objects, and In some museums
a special classillcation with Its own apart-
ment haw been accorded theso evidenctn
of the skill and religious fervor of tho
juist. Ill this maimer too they have be-

come avuilable as molels for the artists
who prepare- similar groups for church
use and for Installation in the homed of the
devout at the present time.

Esecially has this been the case in
Munich, Huvuriu, where Commercial Coun-
cillor Max Schmederer has presented to tho
Itoyal National Museum in that city an
exceedinnly valuable collection of crib
KToupn, for which special accomiiKxIutlons
covering more than 1 ,000 stuiaru yards
have tieen pro vidtsl in that institution and

.which lias gaiiHHl widespread fame,
lYoin those that are regarded aa par--

ticularly worthy of distinction iuul display
there and tlwhere the best and most

j original of these groups have been se-

lected for itlust rat itiuiiud description here.
It is necessary to preface the description
with the statement thai a careful study of
each group will enable the artist to deter-
mine the eriod to which it belongs, the
grouping, costuming, Ac . being in every
case characteristic In tlie ms, the ex-

pression of the figures in the better cribs
a high degree of naturalness is preserved,

j so that in the larger ones esccially it is
easy to distinguish tlie particular emo-
tion with which each tlgure is animated.

Take for instance the famous crib from
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
by Sammartino, I'olidoro and others at the
museum of San Martino, Naples, one of
the finest in existence. The entire picture
is replete with active life Tlie Neajiolitan
costumes, characterized by some writers
as incongruous in view of the fact that they
represent a eriod centuries later than the
event referred to, are explained by tho

' desire of the artist to impart to his work
an international signillcance, as revealed
by the fact that the characters particiat-in- g

are assembled from all quarters
Another very artistically conceived crib

is in the NeaiHilitan section of the Munich
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THE FAMOUS PRESEPIO OF SAMMARTINO, POLIDORO AND OTHERS.

Christmas Cribs Made by Peasants, Artisans or Artists
Past Centuries Now Sought by Collectors Elaborate

Representations of Events Connected With the
Birth of Christ Executed With Infinite Skill

collection. The Virgin sitH on tlie steps
leading to the ruins of an ancient classical
edifice, the three king from the Kast being
represented ns presenting their offerings.
I lie background lends notable dignity to
this group, while the accessory figures and
objects are especially interesting.

Somewhat similar in its selection of a
ruined structure for a background is an-
other crib from the Munich collection.
The Holy Family occupies nn elevated
iHisition in the group surrounded by the
adoring kings and magi, whoo retinue

, constitutes an interesting group in tho
right foreground. Particular pains has
been taken by the artist in this instance to
impart an Oriental character to the scene,
in which palms and other semi-tropic-

growths are conspicuous

In a Tyrolean crib the makeshift char-
acter of the accommodations at the place
of the Saviour's birth is in full evidence
The costumes of the adoring shepherds

, alo display a desire to attain a higher de-- 1
gree of realism than many of these groups
display.

Notably dramatic is a group in iho Si-

cilian division of the Munich collection,
depicting the massacre of the innocents
conducted under the order of Herod.
The savagery of the soldiers and the

agony of tho mothers are hhown
in this group, which always attracts.

Most of t he groiiw shown in thoSchmed-ere- r
collection date from the period of the

counter revolution, when the Church
soUKhl. tiy the splendor of its servicea,
the magnificence of its surroundings and

BAVARIAN CRIB.

in

the cultivation in buildings and acces-
sories! of Renaissance art, to counteract
the influence of the Reformation. Ry
some authorities the earliest crib groups
are attributed to Luca della Robbia, the
artist in clay, who discovered the proc-ess- e

of coloring and glazing terra cotta
that have won for him immortal fame.
That his processes would lend them-
selves to the reproduction of
the figures, animals, Ac, so conspicuous
in the crib group work may readily bo un-
derstood, and it is not at all unlikely that
some of his pupils turned to account in
this direction the artistic knowledge he
imirted.

With his familiarity with the nature and
use of color, combined with their skill
in tho shaping and arrangement of the

figures, it Is easy to see where the inf-
ection of grouping, posing, Ac, tho
cribsdisplay was obtained. That the proc-
ess of development was along lines very
similar to those ft. Towed in the oreclaln
industry can readily be realized.

A close examination of any one of the
more elalsirate cribs will impress tho ob-
server with the fact that nn infinite
amount of patience and skill was called
for in imiMrting the proper (ose to the in-

numerable little figures, so that they would
naturally simulate the action represented.
Whether ascending or descending stairs,
climbing or mounted on rocks, perched on
balustrades, (weping from doors and
windows, they are alike natural. Tie
surroundings are marvellously true j de-
tail. class of building i shown,
daily occutions are in full pr. gress, the
idea being to exemplify how Christ comes
to the jieople,

From the historical standpoint, these
crilw are notably Interesting and valua-
ble, and their careful study will prove
an aid to the student of history, especially
the history of the people, showing, as they
do, the habits and customs of the period
of their origin with absolute fidelity. The
costumes of the figures are equally worthy
of observation.

That much imjwrtanco was uttuchod
to theso groups in tho past is demonstrated
by tho numlxjr of crilw and parts of crilw
preserved in public and private collec-
tions. In the (Tuny Museum at Paris
uro two Nou!olitan house crilw of Spanish
origin (Audeoud collection), the smaller
of which wu-- s muile for a Spanish prince,
Other notable crilw are in the San Mar-
tino Museum ::i Naples and the Riedniger
collection ir. Augsburg. The .Schmederer
collectior , which hud occupied tlie atten-
tion of the owner for more than ten years,
wa presented to the Munich museum in
lrS2 and he has since adkd materially
to it exery year by purchases made in
Naples and Sicily.

Outside of Italy the crib has attained
Its greatest perfection and widest opu-lar- it

in liavuria and in the Tyrol. Ju
tho Tyrolean crilw the detail is excwpT
tionally painstaking and tho entire surr
rounding of the Nativity scene are ed

to omphasizo the fact that while itwas an eioch making event it took placeamong tho scenes or ordinary life andlielonced essentlalli- - tn mo,,bi...i rJ ....... n., ... . KJUVof these Tyrolean cribs, in tho museum
nusinan ioik study in Vienna,

no less than ?.V1 1,ii, n..A ,r . i

mal figures, while the niimbor of build-- "
uik suown amounts to txveuty-fou- r.

In addition to the Nativity scene, tew-eve- r,

other events connected with Theearthly mission of the Saviour ore de-picted in a similar manner by moanaor figures and appropriate surroiindingn.Among theso muy lw mentioned tho an-
nouncement of the Saviours birth Uthe shepherds, the flight into Kgypt. themurder of the innocents, the twelve-year-ol- d

Jesus arguing with the doctors in thetemple tho wedding at Cuna in Oulllee.Ac Tho crib is thus in a measure con-nected with the old time miracle playthat played an important part in ecclesi-astical teachings.

A PERMANENT FIRE LINE
There is one Are line In the city thatla perpetual. It g located In Thlrty-thlr- dstreet, west of sixth avenue. This tireline Is not established to keep hack soec-tato- rs

but Is tisej to mark oft a certainil, 'r"u,H, 0,1 whlch Wi,Kn trafllonot trespass,
Ilaff a dozen houses west of sixth avc- -

'Se .north "l,,p of e street laa double flrehouse. In the house are atHoned two hook and ladder an.ta search,lKnt Acro he?
i??h0iU,u 18 X,he MWery '"trance 5J, Xf" B00d!' "tabllshment. Nightthere are always long lines of

th,B VlT Dl""-tmen- t took somemeans to a cleared path for theapparatus it would be Impossible. for thelong hook and ladder trucks to get outor the flrehouse when an alarm "hit
mhV'a.K,0M '"J?0 nKrenatI on L
them.

,h Mm,t WUUM "r4-vtI- "

departme,lt reallihiB this ha.s
h?rrdr'Pr a atletcX ot ound about

in order LD eaCl5 .Sldc uf th0 "rehouse.
drivers Inrormed small

if?. f".h hH) ,,e"n ,'0!'t"l, n t"' "thorstreet readlm? "Flte I.Ibm."


